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REVISIT AND RESPOND

zz When you leave out a description of some aspects of the research, this is called 
_____________ deception (fill in the blank). When you purposely mislead partici-
pants about some aspects of the research, this is called ___________ deception 
(fill in the blank). What are the potential drawbacks to using deception in terms of 
participants’ attitudes toward subsequent research? Why might immersive virtual 
reality be a good alternative to using deception, whereas role playing is not? Why 
could you say that immersive virtual reality combines ecological validity with the 
potential for generalizability?

ETHICS AND STUDENT PARTICIPATION  
IN RESEARCH: ALTERNATIVES TO  
THE SUBJECT POOL
Have you ever participated in research as part of a course “requirement,” typically through 
being part of a subject pool? There are established principles specifying the conditions 
under which students may participate in research. Principle 8.04 of the APA Ethical Prin-
ciples of Psychologists and Code of Conduct (2010a) has two stipulations in the category 
of Client/Patient, Student, and Subordinate Research Participants:

(a)	 When psychologists conduct research with clients/patients, students, or subordi-
nates as participants, psychologists take steps to protect the prospective participants 
from adverse consequences of declining or withdrawing from participation.

(b)	When research participation is a course requirement or an opportunity for extra 
credit, the prospective participant is given the choice of equitable alternative 
activities.

With regard to stipulation (a), you can imagine the ethical challenges involved in con-
ducting research with clients or patients. But consider the possible difficulties when fac-
ulty members conduct research with participants who may be current or future students. 
Every effort must be taken to make sure participants feel they can decline to participate 
or, if they participate, withdraw from the research without penalty.

A second concern is providing alternatives to research in courses where research participa-
tion is required. Simply put, participation in research cannot be required. In addition, the 
only form of extra credit cannot be research participation because that would de facto render 
it a requirement (and coercive). What are some typical alternatives to research participation?


